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TOSHIKO MINOWA 


APRIL 8 (legislative day, APRIL 2), 1952.—Ordered to be printed 


Mr. McCarran, from the Committee on the Judiciary, submitted 
the following 


REPORT 
[To accompany 8S. 1903] 


The Committee on the Judiciary, to which was referred the bill 
(S. 1903) for the relief of Toshiko Minowa, having considered the 
same, reports favorably thereon with an amendment in the nature of a 
substitute and recommends that the bill, as amended, do pass. 


AMENDMENT 


Strike all after the enacting clause and insert in lieu thereof the fol- 
lowing: 

That the provisions of section 13 (c) of the Immigration Act of 1924, as amended, 
relating to the exclusion of aliens inadmissible because of race shall not hereafter 
apply to Toshiko Minowa, the Japanese fiancée of Edward W. Roselle, a citizen 
of the United States, and that the said Toshiko Minowa may be eligible for a 
nonquota immigration visa if she is found otherwise admissible under the immi- 
gration laws: Provided, That the administrative authorities find that marriage 
between the above-named parties occurred within three months immediately 
succeeding the enactment of this act. 


PURPOSE OF BILL 


The purpose of the bill, as amended, is to waive the racial barrier 
to admission into the United States in behalf of the Japanese fiancée 
of a United States citizen and to make her eligible for a nonquota 
visa provided that their marriage occurs within 3 months following 
the enactment of the bill. The bill has been amended because the 
citizen fiancée of the beneficiary of the bill is in Japan and it is un- 
necessary to provide for her admission into the United States as the 
fiancée of a United States citizen. 
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STATEMENT OF FACTS 


The beneficiary of the bill is a native and citizen of Japan who was 
married on November 12, 1946, to Edward W. Roselle, a United States 
citizen working as a civilian employee for the United States Army in 
Japan. Local regulations prevent the registration of the marriage 
and inasmuch as Mr. Roselle is not a veteran of World War II, the 
beneficiary of the bill is not eligible for admission to the United States 


under Public Law 6 of the Eighty-second Congress. 
rm A letter and memorandum dated March 10, 1952, to the chairman 
of the Senate Committee on the Judiciary from the Deputy Attorney 


General with reference to the case reads as follows: 


Marcu 10, 1952. 
Hon. Pat McCarran, 
Chairman, Committee on the Judiciary, 
United States Senate, Washington, D. C. 

My Dear Senator: This is in response to your request for the views of the 
Department of Justice relative to the bill (S. 1903) for the relief of Toshiko 
Minowa, an alien. The bill would exempt Miss Minowa from the racial restric- 
tions of the immigration laws. It would also grant her permanent residence in the 
United States if she marries Edward W. Roselle within 90 days after her entry as 
a temporary visitor. 

A memorandum prepared by the Immigration and Naturalization Service of 
this Department setting forth the facts in the case is attached. 

The alien, being of the Japanese race, is ineligible for naturalization under sec- 
tion 303 of the Nationality Act of 1940 and thus is inadmissible to the United 
States for permanent residence under section 13 (c) of the Immigration Act of 
1924. The question of granting racial eligibility for permanent residence in the 
United States, however, is a matter for general legislation. Moreover, the circum- 
stances in this particular case do not present facts sufficient to justify enactment 
of special legislation in behalf of the alien. 

Accordingly, this Department is unable to recommend enactment of the 
measure. 

Sincerely, 
A. Devirr VANECH, 
Deputy Attorney General. 





MEMORANDUM OF INFORMATION FROM IMMIGRATION AND NATURALIZATION 
Service Fires Re Tosuixo Minowa, BENEFICIARY oF S. 1903 


Miss Minowa was born on October 25, 1923, in Japan and resides in that 
country. Mr. Edward W. Roselle wrote to this Service on August 24, 1951, that 
he married the alien in Japan on November 12, 1946, but refers to her as his 
‘fiancée’ because the United States Consular Service has been unable to register 
the marriage due to local regulations. 

Subsequent investigation revealed that Mr. Roselle, who is still in Japan, had 
been previously married in Florida in 1938 and he was thereupon requested to 
submit evidence regarding the termination of his first marriage. By letter dated 
January 14, 1952, to the Immigration and Naturalization Service he enclosed a 
photostatic copy of a certificate from the Superior Court, Fulton County, Ga., 
which indicated that his first wife had been granted a divorce on January 29, 1941. 
A close examination of the photostat revealed that the year in which the decree 
was entered might have been altered and a subsequent check of the official court 
records disclosed that the decree was entered on January 29, 1947 and not 1941. 

Mr. Roselle was born in Mount Vernon, N. Y. on February 7, 1900. His 
family moved to Daytona Beach, Fla., in 1931. Both of his parents have since 
died and he is the sole heir to an estate valued at about $75,000. While in Day- 
tona Beach, he was employed in radio repair and installation work. In 1946, he 
left for Japan as a civilian employee of the United States Army and has remained 
in that country since. He was first employed by the Army during World War II. 


Senator George Smathers, the author of the bill, has submitted a 
number of letters and documents in connection with the bill, among 
which are the following: 
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HEADQUARTERS FEAMCOM, 
APO 323, Care of Postmaster, San Francisco, Calif., March 13, 1951. 


Hon. GEORGE SMATHERS, 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Senator: While hesitant to bother you with my problem, I find myself 
in a position where congressional assistance is a necessity. The accompanying 
papers fully explain and document the details of my troubles but I will summarize 
here: 

I arrived in Japan in 1945 as a civilian radio installation engineer working 
with the (Army) Air Force. In 1946, when there were no regulations prohibiting 
such marriages, I married Toshiko Minowa, a Japanese citizen. Before I could 
register with the American consulate regulations were established prohibiting 
marriage of occupation personnel and persons ineligible for entry to the United 
States. Our marriage was performed at a Christian church by a Christian minis- 
ter but, under the new regulations, the consulate was unable to register it. Since 
that time, there have been two periods when the so-called G. I. Brides Act has 
made marriage to Japanese citizens—and registration at the consulate—possible. 
During both those periods we applied for permission to ‘‘marry’’—though we 
had been married in 1946 by the Christian church—but were refused on both 
occasions. It is still, today, impossible for us to effect a marriage which has 
full legal status: Because of Army regulations both Japanese and American 
authorities refuse to accept registration. 

On both occasions when we applied under the G. I. Brides Act we were able to 
satisfy all requirements (including evidence of financial support, medical examin- 
ations, military and Japanese police investigations, character references, inter- 
view by Army chaplain, etc.) except one: I am not a veteran of World War II. 
I served as a soldier in the United States Army in Europe during World War I 
and was so disabled in combat that I was unable to become a member of the 
Armed Forces during World War II. Disabled or not, I was with the Armed 
Forces during World War II working as a radio installation engineer in the Pacific 
theater under General MacArthur’s command. Between the two World Wars 
I served my country and its Armed Forces doing similar work, I am still working 
for the Armed Forces today, and I am ready to stand by my country and fight— 
though necessarily as a civilian—for my country in the years ahead. However, 
because [I am a veteran of the wrong war I cannot legalize my marriage, accom- 
plished in a Christian church, to the woman of my choice. 

Our final application was refused by the commander-in-chief, Far Kast Com- 
mand so there is no authority to whom we can appeal here. [or that matter, 
the many favorable endorsements of our application convince me that there is no 
prejudice against our case here; it was turned down merely because existing regu- 
lations do not permit marriage to a person ineligible for entry to the United States. 
Had I been fortunate enough to escape injury in World War I, my subsequent 
service would have been as an official member of the Armed Forces and we would 
have no problem now. However, as things stand, my 33 years of Government 
service (covering two wars, one of them as a soldier) are considered worthless 
when deciding whether I can register my marriage and bring my bride to the 
United States. Were it even possible to register with the consulate, I would not 
bother you with the problem, but 5 vears of frustration have made it clear that 
nothing short of a bill to permit immigration to America will make it possible for 
us.to “legalize”? our marriage. 

The enclosed suggested legislation has been drafted by legal personnel here 
but you will, of course, know better the exact form which the bill should take. If 
accompanying documents are insufficient, we will be glad to fulfill any and every 
requirement. I simply cannot believe that the United States Government will 
refuse to take action to assist us. 

With my extreme thanks for any assistance which you can offer, 

Sincerely yours, 
Epwarp W. ROose.Le. 


¥ 


P. S. At the suggestion of American Legion Commander Earle Cocke, Jr., 
I have sent a copy of this letter to Mr. Miles Kennedy, national legislation divi- 
sion of the American Legion asking him to offer his help to you. Mr. Cocke 
assures me that Mr. Kennedy will be more than glad to offer any assistance should 
vou see fit to call on him. 





4 TOSHIKO MINOWA 


LetTTreER From FEAMCOM, Daten Fesrvuary 13, 1951, Supsect: “‘ApPLication 
FOR PERMISSION TO MARRY” 


{Third endorsement] 


AG 201 ROSELLE, Edward 

(13 Feb 51) Pers—-CP 
Headquarters, Far East Air Forees, APO 925 
To: Commander-in-Chief, Far East, APO 500 

1. Recommend approval. 

2. Reference is made to paragraph 2 of Mr. Roselle’s letter (inclosure 1) in 
which he states that a marriage ceremony was performed in 1946 in the Christian 
Church. This is further attested to by a statement from the pastor of the church 
(enclosure 16). 

3. Even though Mr. Roselle is not eligible for the privileges of Publie Law 717, 
favorable consideration is reeommended due to his veteran status of World War I, 
his contribution to World War II, continuous service to the occupation since 
1945, and the facts mentioned in paragraph 2 above. 

For the Commanding General. 

H. F. GARBRECHT, 
Major, USAF, Assistant Adjutant General. 
19 enclosures. 


[Fourth endorsement] 


AG 201 ROSELLE, Edward 

(13 Feb 51) AG—PA 
General Headquarters, Far East Command, APO 500, 24 February 1951 
To: Commanding General, Far East Air Forces, APO 925 

Request for permission to marry is not favorably considered inasmuch as Miss 
Minowa would not be eligible for entry into the United States for the purpose of 
permanent residence or citizenship in the event she became the wife of Mr. 
Roselle. 

By Command of General MacArthur: 


[SEAL] B. E. Crate, 
Colonel, AGC, Assistant Adjutant General. 
19 inclosures. 
The committee, after consideration of all the facts in the case, is of 
the opinion that the bill (S. 1903), as amended, should be enacted. 


r 
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